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Reviving a Landscape
Often times homeowners purchase a beautiful

home, but over-
look the mainte-
nance of the prop-
erty’s exterior ap-
pearance. Doing
so over a period of
time will leave
you with an out-
dated land-
scape. We re-
cently worked
homeowner who

had just purchased a beautiful home in Alexandria, but
needed to revive the neglected landscape.

The homeowner wanted to add a very full garden
area to the backyard, while recycling as much of the exist-
ing plant material as possible. Inspired by the materials and
colors of the home, we customized an elegant and welcom-

ing design that would highlight the house’s best attributes,
while adding color and interest to the back yard.

First, we re-designed the flagstone patio and walk-
way directly off the back of the home to accommodate for a
better flow and to give the walkway a fresh, new look.
Then, we reused existing plant material by saving all the
large trees and transplanting shrubs and perennials to the
rear of the property, opening up the yard.

Next, we created a dry river creek through the cen-
ter of the property to make the existing drainage ditch more

appealing. Irises were planted in the creek to add color,
and a bridge-way made of a large stepping stone leads to
the rear of the property.

We revamped the area past the dry creek bed by
raising the landscape planting beds with dry stacked re-
taining walls. Then we constructed a small circular blue-
stone patio beneath the existing large oak tree. This gave
the homeowner a place to fully appreciate the entirety of
the estate next to the soothing sounds of their newly in-
stalled bubbling fountain. Stone stepper pathways were
laid throughout the back beds to make the entire land-
scape an inviting environment. No landscape would be
complete without selective lighting to highlight specific
features when the sun goes down. Lighting features in-
clude moon lighting on the small patio beaming down
from the large oak above, and path lights throughout the
entire property.
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Sarah’s Memorial Garden
On April 20th, 2012 Kane Landscapes partici-

pated in the Professional Landcare Network's
(PLANET) annual Day of Service. This year Kane chose
to work with Main Street Child Development Center in
Fairfax, VA, a
daycare and pre-
school for limited
income working
families. After
meeting with the
director of
MSCDC, we
thought that a
memorial garden
at the center, es-
tablished for one of it young students who died unexpect-
edly, needed some restoration. In addition, we wanted to
do something that would involve the kids, to help them
learn about plants and how to care for them.

Our team members arrived early that morning to
prepare and repair the garden. We installed a paver land-
ing between the sidewalk and entrance to the garden,
trimmed the rose bush to spruce up the curb appeal,
weeded the garden and tilled the soil to prepare it for
planting, added cedar mulch for the walkways between
the planting areas, and most importantly, we installed the
plaque for Sarah's garden on a stone pedestal so all the
visitors will remember who the garden is for.

Later that morning the children came out to help
plant the garden and participate in activities to teach them
more about plants. First the students learned how to plant
fruits and vegetables in their garden. The children worked

in pairs to dig
the holes, plant
the fruits or
vegetables, wa-
ter it, and then
mark their plant
with their
names and the
name of the
plant. Next,
each child was

given a clay pot, which they had decorated with paint,
and then our volunteers showed them how to plant to-
mato seeds in their pots and how to care for them until
they grow. Finally, the children learned all about the dif-
ferent parts of a plant by constructing a sunflower craft.

The most rewarding part of the day was seeing
how excited the children were about learning. From dig-
ging up worms, to watering their plants, and even singing
a song about their sunflowers, the children turned our
service project into a memorable and truly rewarding ex-
perience.

Top Designer, Josh Kane
Josh Kane, Head Designer and President of Kane

Landscapes, Inc. was
recently featured in
Home & Design Maga-
zine's special edition of
the 100 Top Designers in
DC, MD, and VA. The
"100 Top Designers"
edition features profiles
of the top Architects,
Interior Designers and
Landscape Designers in
the region. In the article
Josh explains, “I love
designing something that
allows people to enjoy
their properties so much more. I can take a home that may
be boring on the outside and turn it into a home that makes
people say ‘Wow!’ when they approach.” Pick up a copy
of the special issue at newsstands today!

Maintenance Schedule
June-July

Shrub Pruning & Plant Fertilizer
Apply Grub Control & Fungicide

Continue Weekly Mowing
Continue Bi-Weekly Weeding

*Make sure to water your lawn and plants frequently.

Summer Watering Tips
 Lawn needs about one inch of water per week

(including precipitation). Use a can or rain gauge to
determine the amount of water ap-
plied by sprinkler system and rainfall.

 Apply water only when needed. Too
much water can cause diseases.

 One simple test to determine if lawn
needs water is to walk on the lawn. If
you leave footprints, it is time to wa-
ter.

 A good soaking once or twice a week is better than
watering every day. Allowing the soil to dry between
watering will allow the roots to grow to greater depths
and help make turf more drought tolerant.

 Water in the early morning (4 a.m. to 8 a.m.).
 Do not water during midday hours when it is hot and

sunny to avoid scalding the turf.
 Do not water at night because the lawn stays wet for a

long period which can promote diseases.
 If you have a sprinkler system, set the system to turn

on for three 10 minute sessions with each session 1/2
hour apart to improve water infiltration and reduce
runoff.


